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‘9. January 1945

" Dear Hgnry,

;Heve is the story on Jean; resignation.
Yesterday afternoon, shou® 7k, he came in-end stated very

firmly. thet e wanted to go back., He inzisted that he wae through, that

he wouldnt wait any lonser, that the job cowld not be done, that in ony

case tha weather would never clear up in time %o allow it to go, that if

it didnt go he would be in a fine psnklo when 14 anme to coing back to
.tha-Epcnch Army, that we had dond nothin~ ahout getting his comnizaion,

that Me was tired of wasiing his time, that no mriter what I or anybody olse
s2id he was throush. _

' I asked him if anyone had helped him to .rrive =t this decision and

he said no and reminded me thit he had advised me he was goine to take this

steo about a month ngo. That was not svactly the case. That ho ¢id ahout

a wonth azo wis vhis. .

At the time Svrard was in bhe hoszpitul with what we thourht waga

jaundice, Jean g1l that he wasnt going Yo walt rround Zapi in the ovent

th t Svrard was lospltalized for any neriod of tims. I agzreed that he

z7ould not “ovs to.stuy hiore, ile then further stated that he was onlvgoing

to try the mission for the coming moon pnrloa, and that.if it didn% coms

of £ by then hr wanted to go back to the Fpenenh “ray. 1 sointed out to him

that “he moon veriol bad nothing to do with it now, inzgmusn as he and

fvrard had made their -trial dark moon jump =2nd had decidad fo jump even in
the dark moon. - He gald that thst was not the case at all, thit no such
“decision nad bzen mude, o 1 left the discussion umtil Lygrard came out of

the hoopital  “hen he came out they got together and settled their differences
and it was agread between us all fﬂ%* they were 1l3id on from then razardless

of the moon poriod, At that tizme I wrote the mamo to Capt, Yujonavich ~hiehx

of which I sent you a cony. Since thia agreoment effectively nvllified Joan's
statments about returning to the Franch ATMY, I never %Yrousht the subjeczt up
azain and n=itier did he. We continued our haony routine of waitinw until

he bur:t forth yesterday afternoon.

Since he has nade what amounts to an irrnvonaolo qtuD one can look

back =nd find 4 cood many traces to the effect that hs woul d inevitahly make

it. de never really,.to my mind, ever Cairly faced the oroblem of what he

would be up against once in Germany. He prrticularly did not do this while

he was beine briefed in France. George Howe nead only tell you the lackedaiiical
manner in which he prapiwred his cover, and his %Lotal lack off interest in
learnine German. I thought that he vould hWuskle dorm in ftaly #nd iry to
develop hi~ Gorman.  But he has never once uhiﬁd And 1t is not :omething you
can ma%2 him do. 'Te have mads it pos-ible for him to leern it. And with the -
proper urge on his purt he certainly sould pPek ur = lot of preases Jrom L
Evrard. In tryins to make him lewrn, I mysclf have learned morc German from .
Evrard than Jean has. And that iz not a hell of a lot. 411 of this hoils down
to the fast thit he his never re lly wanted to go hut wouldnt acdmlt it to )
himself, His letters 4o his girl friends which Gil censored showed that he
was boasting to. them that he was going to operate as a spy in sncmy territory.
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He wanted élory. But he also is the kind of fallow who r:nts hic
commission in the french army. He is the kind of fellow who now wants

to return to France to join the Fronch 2rmy by way of Algiers wherc he

can see his girl, [He is the kind of fellow who wents me to ‘send him
back to perachute school now that he has backed out so that he can get

thiree more jumps and. ualify as a French parachutist. He-gloriQS'in all

the 1ittle past details of his training in Alziers. g wag hapw vith
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a1l the lads at Stenzells school. He was hapoy to show himself off befare

Andre and Mouton as the guy who now hnad z really tough nmission, mush,

tou~her than theirs ever could have been. Dut Lels been kere now waiting
and weiting. Tainking about home, not. pottine any letters, no pliace toy
g0 excent Sarl . He has gotten as fat as a pig, e 1iterally eats all '}

i

the time. Psychiatrically, I suppose there is a siznificonce in thaty '3

In any case, he has had plentv of time +o think the whols Shing over pnda;\

over and over, and the result is he just doesnt want +o go. llo hzs got
17 different roasons for not wanting to go. The mission haen% ehenged.
The Ruszians suill have a lonz weys to go hefore thev'll get there.
de has changed. iy only reproach to him was that he has ticd u> tine,
energy and personnel on =omethins th~t he should have made un bic mind
on Yefore leaving Irance., iz imew that he mirht have to wait here 211,
#inter before he came dovm. I told him about tuat pomsiblity on three
separate occasions. And I put it to him seriously snd ecked him_if he
lmew whit it meant to wait., 1 told him shout your micesion fron Lodon
London that had to walt so miny months. His angwer each time was,
WJe m'en fous moi." And that has been his answer about why he didnt
learn German, about why he didnt bother with nis cover, and now it is
‘his answsr about why h2 isnt zoing on the mission. He'ls just dscided
he i3z not roing and he doesnt give a damn.

H» har shown himself to Zvrard on 5o mny osuasione &8 being

erratic, childish and unepsndable that thix is the £inal straw as far as.

he is conzorned, Even if we could hwnd him & Zapiain's cogmission on a

silver platter and get him to chanee his uind, X dont think Lvrard vould:

be very enthusiastic about it. Cnnt say I “lame hin,

0
I+ i3 pousible that Jean has met someone in town and talied to tndp.

It couldnt be-one of Gerry's boys because they are all axay- somawhere.

above. If he did meet someone, that could only be con idered as one
fastor in 'hi~ decision. Yxxpwadry Another last straw on hi - side, so
+to sneak. . . ﬁ
y writing at such great length on this while it is frecn in ny
nind i~ sartly and explanation, pirtly an effort to jurtify ay owmn
handling of him., I cant see how I have mishandl:zd him. I wave had $o
let hoth of them'go to tovm, I havent been Yle o tzke them to evefy
movie or show that they havs séen, or fo on every walk with them.

Sergeant Porich and I hadte sccompnied them to khm most of such ectixiti

But I dould never zive them an order not to go out wnaccompanied. ?ﬁe
" 11ttle house we: have is confinin~ enough as it is, and the . only danger

&
Even if he did, that is water over the dam mov, as is 21l I have written

for them in tow his be-n MPs, DBoth of them hive been disappointed jat nol

lerving “ut, they have understood and have cooper: od and made the bgct of

it. All thres of %t us have. I have deliberately %ept myself on the sate
plane of 1life with them, I nave ctayed here with them at ﬁtorollih'uﬂrﬁﬁy

{
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because I hive no desire to load the ldnd of life taat cizt= around
our officer's club and wartly becavse I winted to show them that we
three were in the same boat as far as living was concerned. The minute
that I availed myself of outlets that they had no ccess to I was afraid
they would get-thé old complex ahout heing jc’_s. '

I.dont know, I*m glad Bod Andrers wes Hc“c whon the brnakdo"n CAME o

hat's all I have to suy about Jean's refusal to go.

Ho wants. to be. returnod to the Pranch aray. ‘o Xnowe the pinpoint,
the mission, and some of the contacts, He ient the kind of hoy who can
keep his mouth shut, If we were to let him loose in France, he would -
find 1% necessary to justify his po=sition to every friend of hiz that he:
came acrons. And that would inevitably mean telling ~omothin” about fhis’
mission. I havent talked with him <hout the imslizations of nir
resignation in relation to %the miszion still being in progress. I aont
intend to wntil it is decided what will 'he done with him,

Anout the mission itbelf. Bvrard h:s taken *ha vhole thing arlrly.
de still has confidenze in thc miszsion if we can wet unother onzrators
Ha geems to fecl that thare was nothing tiit could hive been done ahout
"govine" Jeun, In fact hs is sure that Frm since Jean covld not
sweat out the. deal here in Bari, he wrobbly would 3wwe hlom ckv hirh #
if he had to sweat it out in ennemy teriitory, wheve he wo9ld beo complrtely
restricted, ses prastically no one, 2ot no mall, -tec,

I have sucationed Bvrard brieoflry concerning his [eclings on fnlre,
Mouton, snl Cauveur. lle is a 1little nissed off on ~1"n”h““n, Irenly.
0Of the threo, -he could-orobmhly be talked into -nirs or Houton on the
grouds of their previous e(p rience and their knowledre of radio. e
docnt %J‘L Sauveur because he doe-nt think hz « »ond osarators lou
might bYe able to chuange hls mind on that if yow hig Ti2ld trial in France
is or was successfule

kn
s
i

1? Sorgennt, here, John Perich, has voluntocred to 7o on the mizsion.
He '15 ‘traingd here in Bari a loneg tinme azo to rFo on 2 mi-=ion to Juro-

Slav1a and has been walting for a ycar, 1t was complately cancelled
scver@l'monthsqago. ' dont think he iz as good an opkrafor an the french
boysy o is-a stzady guy #it plenty of guts. Dut 'x thinks rether
slowly. And ‘his Lhewsirg ‘hadmrmocmarscrsds Zeneral norale and azbility to
thinle for nimself have .not besn helped any by a year of strictly GL 1ife.
Ais ~over would be toughe [e speiks no German, he rosaks o Serbian
dimlect, apd spe ks English with a terrific "rcen+ e ould have Lo be

£

some. Lype . of LOrQi?n worker., I think we could £iv up romz sort of worker

documents down here for nim. fub I dont comrider hiw a ctrong nan for the/'

mission by a long shote

T dont ’nON what Vour reastion to all this wil! be, I think you
shoulu cone hnr “and straighten Jean out on the spote Particularly 1f you
envi-age, as I do, the possiblity of not sendins him back to France at all
but interninc- him somewehere here in I+:ly until iicimdaremor thn future
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of the Dubuque mission 1s determined. t would alco give you 2 chance
to look Perich over and s e what y>v thin% of him. Aind you zould
pur prob bly convince Zyrard af about tﬁviq0 one of the. b vs in France

‘if that turne .out to be the best thing to do..

Anofhor re1 on for your ¢ omingz this office is movinz, prob dly to
Florence. ™hat that means nobody knows.. It certainly means a lot of
shuffline around and waste motion 4~ far as we sre concernad.

if Jean has bern weoding his ime,
not ths bezt -not to 20ld hands

well 1 feel pretty bad, God ‘mows
what have I bgen doing® Thic plce
with péoule and we nipht nrOth bly

that, we ire coine to mount

misciohs! fox from dovn hers :, leaving a bait
Dubuqie a~ain <o that we c:wn continue training the boyc now in school, and

simply pull out and ~oncentrate on Lyon snd London.

Y

we a lot of enerer by fovgottxng

This will »nrohahly rou~h you

‘Welly Annis willhave read this far anyway,
"f-cm-

afﬁévfall han been decided, but I had to got it out of ny sy

Yours,
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